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U.S. PROVERTY DECREASING 
CINSERTS IN TAPE LIBRARY) 
ACCORDING TO THE LATEST CENSUS BUREAU STATISTICS, THE NUMBER 
OF AMERICANS LIVING IN POVERTY HAS DECREASED AS NATIONAL 
INCOME DISTRIBUTION HAS EVENED OUT IN RECENT YEARS. LINDA 


CASHDAN HAS THE STORY: 


TO SOME PEOPLE, POVERTY MEANS HUNGER, TO OTHERS SUFFERING, 
THE INABILITY TO GET ALONG IN THE WORLD. TO THE U.S. CENSUS 
BUREAU, HOWEVER, THE DEFINITION OF POVERTY IS AN UNEMOTIONAL 
NUMERICAL TABULATION, ONE THAT HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH THE 
QUALITY OF A PERSON'S LIFE, ONLY WITH THE QUANTITY OF A 
PERSON'S INCOME, IT IS BASED ON THE COST OF FOOD, STUDIES 
INDICATE THAT THE AVERAGE AMERICAN FAMILY SPENDS 1/3 OF ITS 
INCOME ON FOOD. THUS THE "POVERTY THRESHOLD" IS DETERMINED 
BY FIGURING OUT THE MINIMAL AMOUNT A FAMILY MUST SPEND ON 
FOOD, AND MULTIPLYING THE NUMBER BY THREE. AS FOOD PRICES 


GO UP, SO DOES THE DEFINITION OF POVERTY. 


CUT ONE -- GREENE 


‘OICE: 


"ONE THING THAT A LOT OF PEOPLE AREN'T AWARE OF IS THAT THERE 
ARE MANY DIFFERENT THRESHOLDS, DEPENDING ON FAMILY SIZE, 
NUMBER OF CHILDREN, SEX OF THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY AND WHETHER 
THE FAMILY IS MADE UP OF FARM OR NON-FARM RESIDENTS. 
ALTOGETHER, THERE ARE ABOUT 124 DIFFERENT POVERTY CUTOFFS, 
WHERE IF A FAMILY HAS MONEY INCOME BELOW THAT LEVEL, THEY 

ARE CLASSIFIED AS LIVING "IN POVERTY.'" 


THIS IS GORDON GREENE, THE MAN IN CHARGE OF THE U.S. CENSUS 
BUREAU'S INCOME BRANCH.... 


\PE: CUT TWO -- GREENE 


“BUT THE THRESHOLD YOU SEE QUOTED THE MOST OFTEN IN THE 
NEWSPAPERS IS FOR A NON-FARM FAMILY OF FOUR. THAT TENDS 
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TAPE: TO BE A FAVORITE IN TERMS OF REPRESENTING THE AVERAGE 
CCON'T) FAMILY, SO TO SPEAK, AND THAT CUTOFF WAS $5,815 IN 1970." 
VOICE: THE POVERTY THRESHOLD IS REDEFINED CONTINUOUSLY TO ALLOW 


FOR INFLATION. INDEED, THE INCOME FIGURE MR. GREENE QUOTED 
FOR A FAMILY OF FOUR IN 1976 WAS PRACTICALLY TWICE WHAT IT 
WAS IN 1960. MORE DRAMATIC THAN THAT CHANGE, HOWEVER, IS 
THE DECLINE IN THE NUMBER OF AMERICANS LIVING IN "POVERTY." 
IN 1960, THERE WERE 40 MILLION. TEN YEARS LATER, THE 1970 
CENSUS SHOWED THAT THERE WERE APPROXIMATELY 27 MILLION. 
AND, IN SPITE OF THE ECONOMIC RECESSION THAT BEGAN IN 1973, 
MR. GREENE SAYS THAT THE LATEST CENSUS DATA -~ COMPLIED IN 


1976 -- SHOWS SHOW NUMBER HAS GONE DOWN TO 24 MILLION. 


THIS, GREENE SAYS, IS PART OF A THREE DECADE TREND TOWARD 
EVENING OUT INCOME DISTRIBUTION IN THE UNITED STATES. 
AGAIN, ACCOUNTING FOR CHANGES CAUSED BY INFLATION, HE HAS 
TABULATED THE CHANGES IN INCOME LEVELS AND COME UP WITH 


THESE RESULTS: 


APE: CUT THREE ~~GREENE 


"IN 1947, ABOUT A QUARTER OF THE FAMILIES RECEIVED LESS 
THAN $5,000, WHEREAS IN 1976, ONLY ABOUT A TENTH OF THE 
FAMILIES RECEIVED LESS THAN THAT AMOUNT. SO YOU SEE, AS 
THE LEVELS OF REAL INCOME GET HIGHER, YOU'RE GOING TO HAVE 
A DECREASE IN POVERTY COUNTS. IF YOU LOOK AT THE OTHER 
POINTS IN THE DISTRIBUTION, FOR EXAMPLE IN THE $10,000 OR 
MORE CATEGORY, IN 1947, A LITTLE LESS THAN A THIRD OF THE 
FAMILIES HAD THAT AMOUNT, WHEREAS IN 1976, MORE THAN TWO 
THIRDS WERE IN THAT CATEGORY." 


VOICE: AS YET ANOTHER SIGN THAT INCOME DISTRIBUTION IS EVENING OUT, 
MR. GREENE POINTS TO U.S. MEDIAN INCOME.... THE VALUE THAT 


DIVIDES THE NATION'S INCOME DISTRIBUTION INTO TWO EQUAL PARTS 
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VOICE: HAVING MORE. 

CCON'T) 

TAPE: CUT FOUR -- GREENE 
"IT© WE MAKE A COMPARISON BETWEEN 1950 AND 1960, THEN THE 
REAL MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME INCREASED BY ALMOST 40 PERCENT, 
AND BY REAL I MEAN THAT WE'VE MADE AN ADJUSTMENT FOR THE 
AMOUNT OF INFLATION THAT OCCURRED DURING THAT PERIOD. NOW, 
IF WE MOVE TO THE NEXT DECADE, 1960 TO 1970, AGAIN YOU HAVE 
A STRONG INCREASE, ABOUT 34 PERCENT INCREASE IN 
REAL INCOME," 

VOICE: IN THE SEVENTIES, THE CHANGES FLUCTUATED A LITTLE. THERE 


WAS A SEVEN PERCENT INCREASE IN REAL INCOME BETWEEN 1970 
AND 1973, MR. GREENE SAYS, BUT IT WAS WIPED OUT BETWEEN 1973 
AND 1975, WHEN THE ECONOMIC RECESSION TOOK HOLD IN THE 
UNITED STATES. THE LATEST STATISTICS, WHICH COVER THE 

YEAR FROM 1975 TO 1976, HOWEVER, SHOW A THREE PERCENT GAIN 
IN REAL INCOME.... AN INDICATION, GORDON GREENE FEELS, 

THAT THE RECESSION HAS PASSED, AND THE GENERAL THIRTY-YEAR 
ECCNOMIC TREND TOWARD HIGHER LEVELS OF REAL INCOME AND LOWER 
LEVELS OF POVERTY IN THE UNITED STATES IS CONTINUING. 
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